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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to communication filed on 1/26/2009. Claims 5, 7-13, 
15, 17, 21 and 23-25 remain pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior lo the dale of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 5, 21 and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Brothers 2,387,428. 

Claim 5: Brothers discloses a tourniquet article comprising: a substantially rigid base 10 
(col. 2, lines 10-11); a handle 28; and a strap 18 in communication with said handle, the strap 
being engaged with said base at a first point upstream (from the left side of item 20) from said 
handle and at a second point downstream (from the right side of element 20, fig. 3) from said 
handle such that said handle is maintained in a position relative to said substantially rigid base to 
reduce binding of said base when said handle is twisted, and wherein said handle is a rod (the 
whole area of 28 is considered a rod ) including notches 30 disposed at first and second end 
portions. 
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Claim 21 : Brothers discloses a buckle 20 connected to said substantially rigid base, said 
buckle being adapted to engage said strap to secure said tourniquet in a deployed arrangement, 
said buckle being tapped to accept a screw to secure said strap to said base (fig. 3). 

Claims 23-24: Brothers discloses a tourniquet article comprising: an elongated handle 
28; a substantially rigid base 10; a strap 18 disposed contiguous to said base and in 
communication with said handle; a structural member 20 fixedly attached to said base, said strap 
being sandwiched between at least portion of said structural member and said base to minimize 
twisting of said strap, and wherein the structural member includes a cap 22 (fig. 3). 

Claim 25: Brothers discloses a tourniquet article comprising: an elongated handle 28 ; a 
substantially rigid base 10 underlying said elongated handle; a strap 18 configured to be 
tightened about an injured limb, said strap being engaged with said handle and being engaged 
with said substantially rigid base at i) a first point upstream (from the left side of left item 20) 
from said handle and ii) at a second point downstream (from the right side of right element 20, 
fig. 3) from said handle such that said substantially rigid base is maintained in underlying 
relationship to said handle thereby reducing binding of said substantially rigid base when said 
handle is twisted. 

Claims 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by McMillan 
6,899,720. 

Claims 23-24: McMillan discloses a tourniquet article comprising: an elongated handle 
20; a substantially rigid base 16; a strap 12 disposed contiguous to said base and in 
communication with said handle; a structural member 39 fixedly attached to said base, said strap 
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being sandwiched between at least portion of said structural member and said base to minimize 
twisting of said strap, and wherein the structural member includes a cap (fig. 1). 

Claim 25: McMillan discloses a tourniquet article comprising: an elongated handle 20 ; 
a substantially rigid base 16 underlying said elongated handle; a strap 12 configured to be 
tightened about an injured limb, said strap being engaged with said handle and being engaged 
with said substantially rigid base at i) a first point upstream (from the superior of item 20) from 
said handle and ii) at a second point downstream (from the inferior of item 20, fig. 1) from said 
handle such that said substantially rigid base is maintained in underlying relationship to said 
handle thereby reducing binding of said substantially rigid base when said handle is twisted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, i f the di i'i'erences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brothers. 
With regard to claims 7-8, Brothers discloses the invention substantially as claimed, 
except regarding the strap has a width of between about 1 inch and about 2.5 inches and 
the handle includes an aperture that is slightly wider than the strap. It would have been 
obvious to modify the strap has a width of between about 1 inch and about 2.5 inches and 
the handle includes an aperture that is slightly wider than the strap , since it has been held 
that where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering the 
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optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. In re. Aller, 220F, 2d 
454, 105 USPQ 233. As to claim 8, Brother discloses the strap 18 passes through the 
aperture (fig. 1). 

With regard to claims 9-13, Brothers discloses the invention substantially as claimed, but 
he does not disclose wherein said base comprises a layered composite including a lower layer 
comprised of one of a non-skid fabric, a non-slip fabric and a looped end Velcro, and wherein 
the layered composite includes an intermediate layer affixed to said lower layer and an upper 
layer affixed to said intermediate layer, said upper layer comprising a substantially rigid 
material, and wherein the upper layer comprises a plastic material, and wherein the upper layer 
comprises nylon scuba webbing, wherein the intermediate layer comprises a polypropylene 
webbing. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to construct the Brothers base (stiff thick leather) of more modern materials 
such as a layered composite including a lower layer comprised of one of a non-skid fabric, a non- 
slip fabric and a looped end Velcro, and wherein the layered composite includes an intermediate 
layer affixed to said lower layer and an upper layer affixed to said intermediate layer, said upper 
layer comprising a substantially rigid material, and wherein the upper layer comprises a plastic 
material, and wherein the upper layer comprises nylon scuba webbing, wherein the intermediate 
layer comprises a polypropylene webbing, since it has been held to be within the general skill of 
a worker in the art to select a known material on the basic of its suitability for the intended use or 
as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. Furthermore, it would have 
been obvious to substitute the material of Brother with the modern material, far-example, a 
layered composite including a lower layer comprised of one of a non-skid fabric, a non-slip 
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fabric and a looped end Velcro, and wherein the layered composite includes an intermediate 
layer affixed to said lower layer and an upper layer affixed to said intermediate layer, said upper 
layer comprising a substantially rigid material, and wherein the upper layer comprises a plastic 
material, and wherein the upper layer comprises nylon scuba webbing, wherein the intermediate 
layer comprises a polypropylene webbing so that it too would have the same advantage. 

Claims 15 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brothers in view of McMillan. 

Brothers discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for a handle lock which 
includes a ring movably attached to the base. However, McMillan shows that the device has a 
handle lock which includes a ring either at 24 or 28, where the ring is movably attached to the 
base (see col. 5, lines 14-35). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Brothers with a handle lock which includes a ring 
movably attached to the base as taught by McMillan in order to secure the strap to the base. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 1/26/2009 have been considered but are moot in view of the 
new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor X. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-4699. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8-4.30 P.M). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, AnhTuan Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-4963. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/VN/ 

/Michael J Milano/ 
Primary Examiner 
for SPE of Art Unit 3734 



